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of Amboor. For the time being this meant the con-
quest of the Carnatic and it therefore became necessary
to quell this rebellion at all hazards. Accordingly he
collected a large army and sent orders to his tributary
chief to join him on the line of march. He was also
accompanied by three bodies of Mahratta horse who were
employed as advance scouts. Altogether the army con-
sisted of 300,000 fighting men, of whom one half were
cavalry ; 800 guns and 1,300 elephants. This enormous
force was the largest which had ever entered the
Carnatic, and it struck awe into the hearts of all who had
been inclined to waver in their allegiance. So un-
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wieldy an army could only march by slow stages, and
it was about the middle of March, 1750, before the
different portions collected at the old fort of Gingee,
which is situated about 40 miles to the west of Pondi-
cherry. The French having taken the side of Muzaffer
Jung, it was only natural that their rivals the English
should support the other side, apart from the fact that
Anwar-ud-Din's family, of whom Mahomed Ali was
now the surviving representative, had received shelter
at Madras. The first success, however, of Muzaffer Jung
and Chanda Saheb had made them doubtful as to the
real power of Nasir Jung, but, now that the latter had
shown himself to be thoroughly in earnest, they re-
solved to send a body of 600 Europeans under Major
Lawrence to join him at Gingee. This fort is a very old
and celebrated one. It is built on a number of hills
in the form of a circle, each hill is connected by
strong walls. Under the great Emperor Auranzebe it
had undergone a siege of about 12 years, and it was
held to be the strongest fort in Southern India. Nasir
Jung drew up his army under the walls of the fort, and
there awaited the attack of Muzaffer Jung, who with